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High forest consists of trees Simple coppice is harvested
that are left to grow a long frequently on rotation; shoots
time; they originate from seed regrow from the stump

= - = =

Coppice with standards Short Rotation Coppice (SRC)
is a mix between simple is harvested more frequently;
coppice and high forest it is an agricultural crop

Coppice is harvested at frequent intervals and
sustainably supplies wood at a low cost. This
management is highly efficient at producing large
amounts of wood in a short time. Coppice forests
provide unique habitat features that benefit a large
variety of vegetation and wildlife, thus contributing
to biodiversity. The existence of coppice forest and
its future depends on human management.
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Table 1. Typology of European coppice forests

Simple coppice Coppice with standards Coppice selection Pollarding Short rotation coppice
fig. 1) (fig. 2) (fig. 3) (fig. 4) (fig. 5)
Definition coppice system in which A ice system in which A coppice system in which A coppice system in which  Production of woody
all shoots I;ya stand are cut selmweﬁed stensmaro ined only selxhdys;ehw of mmm?m are biomass, geoeall on
ateach felling as standards at each felling merchantable size arecut  cutback, in amore or less  agricultural land, Ly
(Nieuwenhuis 2000) to form an uneven-aged at each felling tematic fashlon, wolh regenerating new stems
overstorey Mudl is " huis 2000) ob&d from the stump or roots
ivelyona close heads of shoo after harvesting and relying
rotation constituting some (pollards) on rapid growth, generally
multiple of the coppice (Burle | overa 1 loSyeat cycle
rotation ley et al. 2004,
modified) (ISO EN 16559)
(Burley etal. 2004)
Regeneration Stool shoots, Stool shoots and seeds Stool shoots Stem shoots Cuttings (willow, poplar) or
method root suckers (at various heights) seedlings (suml; black
locust) foll stool
shoots
Structure Even-aged Uneven-aged Uneven-aged Even-aged Even-aged
Species Most broadleaved species: per storey (standards):  European beech, holm oak Poplars, willows, ash, Willows, poplars,
oaks, sweet chestnut, Uﬂ elms, ash, sycamore, ane-tree, beech, chest black locust, eucalypts
; m hlr::sn St o k;nvle, wild e|mul od:s, llmnd;)rll,
, ash, al cl , wild service tree, ms, black locust, les,
YPS ars, birch, service tree, black wal hornbeam, hazel
Eumpean , hazel pines, larches
Lower storey (coppice):
hombeam, field maple,
European beech, linden,
sweet chestnut, hazel
(Table 1 continued)
Simple coppice Coppice with standards Coppice selection Pollarding Short rotation coppice
(fig. 1) (fig. 2) (fig. 3) (fig. 4) (fig. 5)
Typical 15 - 30 years 15 - 30 years (coppice) 15 =30 years 1 -5 years (up to 25) 1-5 years
rotation
period
Potentially 4. Acidophilous oak and oak-birch forest (types 4.1 and 4.2) Not appllicable;
occurri " N mostly on
e foB. o 5. Mesophytic decidous forest (types 5.1,5.2,5.3,5.4,5.5,5.6,5.7) ag,icum]‘, Tand
vegetation 6. Beech forest (types 6.2, 6.5, 6.6, 6.7)
types... N
(mmlo 7. Mountainous beech forest (types 7.1 and 7.8)
EEA, 2007) 8. Thermophilous decidous forest (types 8.1, 8.2, 8.3, 8.4, 8.5, 8.6, 8.7, 8.8)
9. Broadleaved evergreen forest (type 9.1),
14. Plantations and self-sown exotic forest (type 14.2)
Size of Small-sized roundwood Small-sized roundwood Roundwood of different Small-sized roundwood  Small-sized (whole) stems
product and timber sizes
Wogd Firewood, d\amoal, See simple coppice See simple coppice See simple coppice Wood chips, pulp,
P basketry, b fascms, +timber +timber +sometimes timber basketry, fencing
rea and bean stld(s, (historically used as fodder)
ncmg, poles, tannin,
Management Commercial exploitation Commercial
options Comversion exploitation
Restoration

Maintenance for biodiversity and as an element of landscape and culture
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The five coppice types and their most important

characteristics are summarised in the following

figures and table.

Figure 1. Simple coppice of sweet chestnut Figure 2. Coppice with standards
(Photo: D. Rossney) (Photo: V.N. Nicolescu)

Figure 3. Coppice selection with European beech Figure 4. Pollard of white willow
(Photo: O. Cardoso) {Photo: V.N. Nicolescu)

Figure 5. Willow clone treated as
short rotation coppice (Photo: V.N. Nicolescu)
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