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170: Introduction to Literature
Fall 2014/2015 Course Syllabus and Readings

(24 - 28 January) Week 1: Introduction and Basics of Reading a Story. 
- Class Guidelines and Syllabus
- In class diagnostic essay. 
- Fiction: Reading, Responding, Writing (pg 13 - 19): 
     -The Elephant in the Village of the Blind
     - 20/20 (Linda Brewer)

(31 Jan - 04 Feb ) Week 2: Fiction - Basics of Plot
- The Five Parts of Plot (pg 82 - 85): 
- The Shroud
- The Hapless Child (Gorey) (pg 119)
- The Flowers (Walker) (pg 82 - 83)
- The Jewelry (Guy De Maupassant) (pg 87 - 92) 

(07 - 11 Feb) Week 3: Fiction - Narration and Point of View
- Narration and Point of View (pg 156 - 160)
- The Trip (Satrapi) (pg 259 - 260)
- Girl (Kincaid)  (pg 699)
- Cask of Amontillado (Poe) (pg 727 - 731)

(14 - 18 Feb) Week 4: Fiction -  Character and Setting
- Character (pg 179 - 184) 
- Setting (pg 225 - 226)
- Spelling (Barry) (pg 183) 
- The Answer Is No (Mahfouz) (pg 672 - 674) 
- Eveline (Joyce) (pg 536 - 538) 
- Araby (Joyce)  
- Photo of Ireland (pg 450)

(21 - 23 Feb) Week 5: Fiction - Theme
- Theme (pg 351 - 354) 
- The Grasshopper and the Bell Cricket (Kawabata) (pg 390 - 392) 
- A Very Old Man with Enormous Wings (Marquez) (pg 371 - 376) 

(28 Feb - 03 March) Week 6: Fiction -  Symbol and Figurative Language
- Symbol and Figurative Language (308 - 313) 
- Life in Hell (Groening) (pg 377) 
- The Paring Knife (Oppenheimer) (pg 292 - 293) 
- One of These Days (Marquez) (pg 675 - 677)
- The Masque of the Red Death (Poe) (PDF) 

(06 - 10 March) Week 7: Term Paper and Midterm Exam
- Catchup and Review
- Midterm Exam
- Discuss Prompt for Term Paper 1
First Term Paper Prompt
MLA Website Citations (for in-text and Bibliography/Works Cited page)
(13 - 17 March) Week 8: Introduction and Basics of Reading Poetry
- Responding to Poetry: 8 Concrete Steps (pg 832 - 838) 
- Sample Close Reading of  Oh, Oh (Hathaway) ( (pg 748 - 749)
- Introduction to Poetry (Collins) (pg 764)
- Snapping Beans (Parker) (pg 782)
- Marginalia (Collins) (pg 788 - 789)

(20 - 24 March) Week 9: Poetry - Theme, Tone, and Speaker
- Theme and Tone (pg 854 - 855) 
- Speaker: Whose Voice Do We Hear? (878 - 879) 
- Hayzel Tells Laverne (Machan) (pg 807) 
- La Migra (Mora)
- My Last Duchess (Browning)
- My Ex-Husband (Spera)

(27 - 31 March) Week 10: Poetry - Imagery and Figures of Speech
- Images (837 - 838) 
- Figures of Speech: Metaphor and Simile (pg 864 - 866) 
- You Fit Into Me (Atwood) 
- Figures of Speech: Synecdoche and Metonymy (pg 870 - 871) 
- The Hand That Signed the Paper (Thomas) 
- Figures of Speech: Personification and Apostrophe (pg 872) 
- To a Wasp (Moore) 
- Figures of Speech: Paradox and Oxymoron (pg 873 - 874) 
- The Unkindest Cut (Lewis) 
- How Poetry Comes to Me (Snyder)
- Unnatural Light (Meinke) (pg 878) 
- The Blue Bowl (Kenyon) (pg 856) 
- Slowly (Masini) (pg 857) 
- Schizophrenia (Stevens) (pg 881) 

(03 - 07 April) Week 11: Poetry - Symbol, Allegory, and Irony
- Symbol, Allegory, and Irony (pg 888 - 894) 
- Acquainted with the Night (Frost) 
- The Haunted Palace (Poe) 
- Richard Cory (Robinson) 
- Buttons (Sandburg) (pg 901) 
- Traveling Through the Dark (Stafford) (pg 903)
- The Chimney Sweeper (Blake) (pg 912) 

(10 - 14 April) Week 12: Drama - Introduction 
- Discussion of scenes from Big Bang Theory:
- Script of Scene I (Bias and Stereotype) 
- Script of Scene II (Sheldon Trains Penny) 
- Drama: Reading, Responding, Writing (pg 1382 - 1385) 
- Trifles (Glaspell) (1385 - 1394) 

(17 - 21 April) Week 13: Elements of Drama
- Elements of Drama: Character (pg 1437 - 1439) 
- Elements of Drama: Plot and Structure (1439 - 1441) 
- Elements of Drama: Stages, Sets, and Settings (1441 - 1444) 
- Elements of Drama: Tone, Language, and Symbol (1444 - 1446) 
- Elements of Drama: Theme (1446 - 1447) 
- Naked Lunch (Hollinger) (pg 185 - 188) 
-The Bear (Chekhov)

(24 - 28 April) Week 14: Catchup and Review
- Catchup and Review
- Term Paper 2 Due

Second Term Paper Writing Prompt (Creative Writing Project)
© Methal Al-Otaibi 2013
[Back To Top]

