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nlike on land, the majority of primary production in the oceanis =

erformed by phytoplankton
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Primary production is responsible for most of the life on Earth.

This is the process by which plants convert the carbon dioxide that they
have absorbed from the atmosphere and ocean into various other

ical substances.

hese chemical substances then provide the structure from which an
ecosystem can emerge as animals of various kinds consume plant

nutrients and develop a food chain.

The factors affecting primary productivity are as complex as natural

ecosystems are
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Nutrients: biological impacts (primary production)
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Gymnodinium, Prerocentrum, Gonyaulax, Noctiluca
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