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Social forestry:

Is the management and protection of forests and afforestation of barren
and deforested lands with the purpose of helping environmental, social and
rural development.

The term social forestry was first used in 1976 by The National
Commission on Agriculture, when the government of India aimed to reduce

pressure on forests by planting trees on all unused and fallow lands.

It was intended as a democratic approach to forest conservation and usage,

maximizing land utilization for multiple purposes.
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Social forestry:

+* has become new model of forest management empowering
local managers and hence, allowing integration of diverse

local practices and support of local livelihoods.

+* The effectiveness of SF would depend on the motivations
and aims for a decentralization of forest governance to the

community.
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