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FIGURE 2-1 Structure of the water molecule. The dipolar nature of
the H,O molecule is shown by (a) ball-and-stick and (b) space-filling
models. The dashed lines in (a) represent the nonbonding orbitals.
There is a nearly tetrahedral arrangement of the outer-shell electron
pairs around the oxygen atom; the two hydrogen atoms have local-
ized partial positive charges (87) and the oxygen atom has a partial
negative charge i287). (¢) Two H;O molecules joined by a hydrogen
bond (designated here, and throughout this book, by three blue lines)
between the oxygen atom of the upper molecule and a hydrogen atom
of the lower one. Hydrogen bonds are longer and weaker than cova-
lent O—H bonds.



FIGURE 2-2 Hydrogen bonding in ice. In ice, each water molecule
forms the maximum of four hydrogen bonds, creating a regular crys-
tal lattice. By contrast, in liquid water at room temperature and at-
mospheric pressure, each water molecule hydrogen-bonds with an av-
erage of 3.4 other water molecules. This crystal lattice of ice makes it
less dense than liquid water, and thus ice floats on liquid water.
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FIGURE 2-3 Common hydrogen bonds in biological systems. The
hydrogen acceptor is usually oxygen or nitrogen; the hydrogen donor

is another electronegative atom.
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FIGURE 2-5 Directionality of the hydrogen bond. The attraction be-
tween the partial electric charges (see Fig. 2—1) is greatest when the
three atoms involved (in this case O, H, and O) lie in a straight line.
When the hydrogen-bonded moieties are structurally constrained (as
when they are parts of a single protein molecule, for example), this
ideal geometry may not be possible and the resulting hydrogen bond
is weaker.
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FIGURE 2-4 Some biologically important hydrogen bonds.
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FIGURE 2-7 Amphipathic compounds in aqueous solution. (a) Long-
chain fatty acids have very hydrophobic alkyl chains, each of which
is surrounded by a layer of highly ordered water molecules. (b) By
clustering together in micelles, the fatty acid molecules expose the
smallest possible hydrophobic surface area to the water, and fewer
water molecules are required in the shell of ordered water. The energy
gained by freeing immobilized water molecules stabilizes the micelle.
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